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Towards a Center of Excellence for the Study of
Humanities in the Age of Globalization
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Graham Priest

"I have visited the Graduate School of Letters of
Kyoto University twice in the last two years, and
participated in various academic activities there.
In particular, | was invited to speak at some
symposia sponsored by the COE Programme; 1 also
taught some graduate classes in philosophy at the
Graduate School of Letters..... The main objective
of the Programme, under the rubric "the Study of the
Humanities in the Age of Globalization," to pursue
the fundamental question: what role can and should
the humanities play at the beginning of the 21st
century, as globalization continues to accelerate.
The Programme, which was initiated in 2002, has now
entered the fifth year of research activities,
carried by more than ten research groups. Exploring
the frontiers of contemporary humanities research,
the Programme has attempted the utmost expansion of
the scope of the humanities. It has also aimed at
cooperation with leading scientific centers around
the world. These objectives and projects have been
pursued by the main staff of the Graduate School of
letters of Kyoto University, whose reputation as
the most distinguished center of higher education
and research for the humanities in Japan has long
been established. The academic accomplishments of
the Programme after years of activity is as
excellent as is to be expected from the staff of such

a notable institution.” Nov. 13. 2006.
Prof. Harunaga Issacson
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