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AGREED MINUTES OF
THE SEVENTH MEETING OF
INDIA-JAPAN SCIENCE COUNCIL
(New Delhi, September 20, 2003)

The seventh meeting of the India-Japan Science Council (hereinafter
referred to as ‘the Council’) was held in New Delhi on September 20, 2003.

The Agenda adopted for the meeting is at

Lists of the participants on the Indian and Japanese side are placed at
Annexure-B and Annexure-C respectively.

Agenda ltem 1 : Opening Remarks

14 Prof C N R Rao, Co-Chairperson from the Indian side, weicomed the
Japanese delegation. He recalled the frienly relation with Prof. Nagakura, Co-
Chairperson from the Japanese side and his role in formulating and nurturing the
programme. He said that the programme has been very successful and many
successful collaborations have been made in the identified priority areas. A
number of activities including seminars/ workshops/ discussion mestings were
held in India and Japan and visits of many scienlists took place from India to
Japan and Japan to India. He also mentioned the successful organisation of
Asian Academic Seminar in Hyderabad during 2001 and said that the next Asian
Academic Seminar would be organised in Bangalore in this financial year.

12 Prof S Nagakura, Co-Chairperson from the Japanese side, shared the
view of Prof C.N R Rao on the success of the programme in strengthening the
cooperation between Indian and Japansse scientists. He said that this
programme has played a very important role in constructing academic bridges
and has contributed to flourish relations of both the countries in science world.
He thanked the Indian side for the warm hospitality and excellent arrangements
‘made for the meeting.

Agenda ltem 2 : Remarks by Implementing Agencies (DST and JSPS)

21 Whie welcoming the members of the Council Prof V § Ramamurthy,

Secretary, DST said that this meeting is being held after a gap of about two and
half year. He appreciated the efforts put up by the founding Co-Chairpersons
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Prof. CN.R. Rao and Prof. S. Nagakura and also the respective Area
Coordinators from the Indian and Japanese sides in nurturing this programme to
bring at the present level. He expressed the hope that that this Programme
would be further strengthened in coming years.
22 Mr. Koji Nakanishi, Executive Director, JSPS said that this Council has
played a magnificent role in expanding scientiic cooperation between India and
Japan. He informed that in 2003, over 200 Indian postdoctoral researchers were
conducting research in Japan under JSPS's fellowship programmes and that India
was one of the biggest counterparts for JSPS. He hoped both countries would be
able to further strengthen their collaboration by carried it out both effectively and
efficiently.
Agenda item 3: Presentation of Exccutive Summary by DST
34 Dr Rejiv Shama, Direclor, Intemational Division, DST made a brief
presentation giving statistics of the activities during the period (January 2001 —
March 2003) and the proposals received for Fiscal Year 2003-04.
Agenda Item 4 : Presentations and Review by Area Coordinators of the
Activities Since the Last Mesting

Indian Area Coordinators made brief presentations on the activiies
undertaken in the respective priority arcas supplemented by the Japanese
Coordinators. This was followed by the review of the activities by the Council as
given in the following paras.
44 Joint Research Projects and Seminars
4.1.1 Area: Molecular Structure, Dynamics, and Molecular Materials,

including Supramolecular Science

The Council noted with satisfaction that the visits of 17 Indian scientists to
Japan and 1 Japanese scientist to India took place for joint project work,
information exchange and seminars/ workshops/ discussion meetings; and two
workshops/ discussion meetings were organised in Japan. The list of these visits
and the seminars held is placed at Annexure SC7.1.
442 Area: Advanced Materials, including Polymers and Nano-materlals

The Council noted with satisfaction that the visits of 9 Indian scientists to
Japan and 3 Japanese scientists to India took place for joint project work,
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information exchange and seminars/ workshops/ discussion meetings and one
oint workshop and an Asian Academic Seminar on New Material were organised
inndia. The list of these visits and the seminars is placed at Annexure SC7.2.
4.1.3 Area : Modern Biology and Biotechnology

Prof. D. Balasubramanian mentioned the efforts put by Dr. N. Murata the
earlier coordinalor from the Japanese side in buiding the programme in this
area. He also mentioned the contributions of Prof. Akira Ishihama the present
coordinator from the Japanese side. The Council welcomed Prof. Ishihama

The Council noted with satisfaction that the viits of 14 Indian scientists to
Japan and 15 Japanese scientists 1o India took place for joint project work,
information exchange and seminars/ workshops/ discussion meetings and one
seminar was organised in India. The list of those visits and the seminars held is
placed at Annexure SC7.3.

4.4 Area : Manufacturing Sciences

The Council noted with satisfaction that the visits 11 Indian scientists to
Japan and 12 Japanese scientists to India took place for information exchange
and seminars/ workshops; and two workshops were organised in India and two
in Japan. The list of these visits and the seminars held is placed at Annexure
sC74.

Prof. Ghosh, the Area Coordinator mentioned the need to increase the
activities in the programme and requested DST and JSPS 1o support the co-
operation in the project mode. While welcoming the proposal, Prof. C.N.R. Rao
and Prof. Ramamurthy mentioned that the projects requiring mainly the
exchange visits between Indian and Japanese scientists may be covered under
the programme.

445 Area : Astronomy & Astrophysics

Prof. Shibal, in the absence of Prof. Cowsik made the presentation of the
activities carried out in ths area.

The Council noted with satisfaction that the visits of 24 Indian scientists to
Japan and 15 Japanese scientists to India took place for joint project work and
information exchange. The list of these visits is placed at Annexure SC7.5.



446 Area: Surface and Interface Scionces including Catalysis
The Council was informed that the aciiviies in this area have been
initiated by Prof. M. K. Sanyal and Prof. Iwasawa the coordinators from the
Indian and Japanese side. The Council noted with satisfaction of initiation of
activities in this new area with visits of 9 Indian scientists to Japan taking place
for joint project work and seminars/ workshops/ discussion meetings and
organisation of one workshop in Japan. The list of these visils and the seminars
held is placed at Annexure SC7.6.
4.4.7 Project completion reports.

Prof. Nagakura said that the principal investigators should submit the
project completion report (o the implementing agencies (DST £ JSPS) in a format
which should be comprenensive but simple, indicating the achievements vis-a-
Vis the objectives.

4.2: Raman Mizushima Lectures

The Council was informed that in this series, a lecture was delivered by
Prof K Yoshinara, Advanced Institute of Science and Technology, Hokuriku in
Bangalore in December, 2001. Another lecture in the series would be delivered
by Prof. Chowdhury IACS, Calcutta at the "Molecular Structure Conference” at
Kyoto, Japan on September 25, 2003,

The Council noted and approved the same.

43 RONPAKU Faliowships
Fellowships Awarded during 2001-03

" The Council noted that 9 Indian scientists/ researchers were awarded
RONPAKU fellowships for FY 2001-02 and FY 2002-03. List of these fellows Is
placed at Annexuro SC7.7.
Doctorate awarded to fellows

The Council noled that & Indian RONPAKU fellows were awarded
Docloral degrees by Japanese Universities during January 2001- March 2003
and one fellow has submilled his doctoral thesis recenty. List of these fellows is
placed at Annexure SC7.8.
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The JSPS mentioned that the dropping rate of RONPAKU fellows is about
30% and therefore care should be taken to sslect the person who should be
keen to complete the programme and taiented enough so that their work result in
Doctorate degree by the concemed Japanese Universily. The Council shared
this view.

Agenda Item 5 :Discussion on Future Cooperation
Agenda ltem 5.1 Priority Areas
The Council agreed to retain the following six existing priority areas for the
Programme:
1) Molecular Structure, Dynamics and Molecular Materials, including
Supramolecular Science

2) Advanced Materials, including Polymers and Mano-materials
3) Modem Biology and Biotechnology

4) Manufacturing Sciences

5) Astronomy & Astrophysics

6) Surface and Interface Sciences

Agenda ltem 5.2 : Joint Research Projects

A list of 8 new projects was presented to the Counl for its approval
(Annexure SC7.9) based on the proposals by resyaclive area coordinators for
FY 2003-04. As the JSPS already approved them, the Council recommended
that detailed proposals may be inviled for these prjects and be processed for
approvals by DST in consultation with the respective Area Coordinators and the
Co-Chairperson from India.

Agenda Item 5.3 : Joint Workshops/ Seminars

The Council considered the holding of 2 joint workshops/ seminars in
India and 4 joint workshops/ seminars in Japan during FY 2003-04 (Annexure
$C7.10) and approved that detailed proposals may be invited for these
workshops/ seminars and be processed for approvals by DST in consultation
with the respective Area Coordinators and the Co-Chairperson from India as the
JSPS already approved them.
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The Council also considered the proposal for holding an India-Japan
meeling on ‘Recent Advances in the Area of Advances Carbons' in Delhi during
next Financial Year (November 2004) by the National Physical Laboratory, and
approved that detailed proposals may be invited for the same and be processed
for approvals by DST in consultation with the respective Area Coordinators and
the Co-Chairperson from India. JSPS agreed to approve this proposal,

Agenda ltem 5.4 : Visits Under Approval Joint Projects and Information
Exchango

The Council noted that the visits of 26 scientists from India to Japan and
19 from Japan to India proposed for camying out joint researchy project work/
information exchange during FY 2003-04 have been approved by respective
Area Coordinators and the Co-Chalrpersons from india and Japan (Annexure
SC7.11) and approved the same. Proposals for visits under approved projecs as
well as exploratory visits (one time visit for exchange of information to enable
working out the projects) would be invited from concemed scientists and
processed for required approvals by DST as the JSPS already approved them, it
also recommended that in case of funds avaiabilty, new deserving proposals
may also be considered by DST in consultation with the respective Area
Coordinators and the Co-Chairperson from India.

Agenda Item 5.5 : RONPAKU Fellowships

The Council was informed that the DST & JSPS would continue their
discussions regarding the effective implementation of this programme.
Agenda ltem 5.6 : Asian Academic Seminars

The Council noted that in pursuance of the decision taken in its Sixth
meeting, heid in Kyoto during December 2000, a prsposal has been recelved for
organising Asian Academic Seminar in India during FY 2003-04 by National
Centre for Biological Sciences, TIFR, Bangalore and National Instiute of
Gentics, Mishima and that the same is under consideration by DST for support,

JSPS informed the Council that the Asian Academic Seminars are to be
held once in 3 years so that the next seminar may not be before 2006, Prof,
CNR. Rao said that the topic of the next seminar to be held in 2006 in India
should be broad enough. The exact topic would be dacided after the consuitation
between the Indian and Japanese side.






