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（１）Result of Program Implementation 

 
(Joint Research) 

Research Results 
In the collaboration with Max Plank Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology (MPI-EVA) in 
Germany, we have promoted the research of human cognitive development from evolutionary 
perspective.  MPI-EVA and Primate Research Institute of Kyoto University (KUPRI) took a 
complimentary role, in which MPI-EVA mainly focused on the social aspects and KUPRI focused on 
the material aspects of intelligence.  We also carried out the collaborative research on comparative 
genomics with MPI-EVA.  We also carried out the collaborative study of morphology and 
paleontology, in reference to the evolutionary origin of human cognition and language.  The three 
cores, MPI-EVA, KUPRI, and the Department of Anthropology in Harvard University in USA, 
carried out the fieldwork on the great apes.  We shared the role of focusing on the East, the Central, 
and the West African subspecies.  The unique contribution from Japan was the field survey of 
bonobos (pygmy chimpanzees) in Zaire and orangutans in Borneo.  The study brought us the new 
findings on the ecology and society of human evolutionary neighbors. 

Current State and Progress 
In the end of the fiscal year 2003, the representatives of the three cores, Japan, Germany, and USA, 
came together in Kyoto to have the opening workshop of HOPE (anagram of Primate Origins of 
Human Evolution) project. Based on it, we had 27 cases of sending the Japanese scholars to abroad, 
and 10 cases of inviting foreign researchers to Japan.  These cases helped us to create the 
collaborative studies in various fields for understanding the evolutionary basis of human nature.  
In August 2003, the three co-chairs of Japan, Germany, and USA, met each other at the 
international congress of Primatology in Italy to talk about the future collaboration.  Dr. Elisabetta 
Visarberghi, an Italian co-chair-to-be, joined the meeting to talk about the extension of HOPE 
project to Italy.  
 

(Seminar) 
HOPE project in the fiscal year 2004 had 10 cases of inviting foreign scholars to Japan to hold the 
international meetings.  In the HOPE workshop in August 2004 in Italy, there were the 
participants from Italy, the Netherlands, France, and Brazil in addition to the three core countries.  
This meeting was actualized by the spirit of matching funds that reduced the financial burden to 
hold the international meeting, and resulted in a very successful and fruitful exchange of 
information.  In the workshop in March 2005, we intended to focus on the evolutionary basis of 
human cognition in a broader perspective including avian species. Three young scholars from 
Oxford University, UK, joined it.  In addition to the above-mentioned workshops, we held the 
HOPE international lectures 4 times including Michael Tomasello, the co-chair in MPI-EVA, 
Germany.  We also held a series of HOPE international seminars by the foreign visiting professors. 
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(Researcher Exchange) 
HOPE project promoted the collaborative work in various fields focusing on mind, body, society, and 
genome, that was mainly carried out by young post docs.  We had 12 cases of sending the young 
scholars to abroad.  The unique feature of HOPE project is fieldwork.  In the collaboration with 
Max Plank Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Germany, and Department of Anthropology of 
Harvard University, USA, we (KUPRI, Japan) have carried out the field work of chimpanzees, 
bonobos, orangutans, and Barbary macaques.  The information obtained in each field site was 
exchanged through the international network for collaboration.  
 
 

(2) Achievements in FY2004 (Self Review)  

HOPE project started in the end of the fiscal year 2003 as the first core-to-core program of JSPS.  
The fiscal year 2004 should be the most important period of the HOPE project.  We had 27 cases of 
sending scholars to abroad and 10 cases of inviting foreign scholars.  The 37 cases in total in 2004 
helped to create the international network of core institutions. MPI-EVA in Europe, Harvard in 
North America, and KUPRI in Asia, the three cores took the role of organizing the world-wide 
advanced studies to know the primate origins of human evolution. 

 
 

(3) Future Plan (Measures toward Achieving Research Objectives)  

In the coming fiscal year 2005, HOPE projects aims to carry out the study on primate origins of 
human evolution from the four viewpoints: mind, body, society, and genome.  It should be done by 
the collaboration of three core institutions in Japan, Germany, and USA.  We have already 
established an action plan of having 29 cases (collaborative research, international seminar, and 
exchange of young scholars). Following the attempts in the previous years, HOPE will create the 
international network for collaboration of various topics in primate origins of human evolution, 
especially taking the unique approach through fieldwork in their natural habitat. 
 

 


