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The 2017 International Prize for Biology

The International Prize for Biology was instituted in April of 1985 by the Committee on the International
Prize for Biology in commemoration of the sixty-year reign of Emperor Showa and his longtime
devotion to biological research. Now it also pays tribute to the present Emperor, His Majesty, Emperor
Akihito, who has strived for many years to advance the study of gobioid fish taxonomy while
contributing continuously to the development of this Prize. The Prize is awarded each year to an
individual who has made an outstanding contribution to the advancement of basic research in a field of
biology.

The Selection Committee, chaired this year by Dr. Hiroo Fukuda and composed of 20 members,
including four overseas members, functioned under the auspices of the Committee on the International
Prize for Biology (Chaired by Dr. Heisuke Hironaka). The Selection Committee reviewed all of the
nominated candidates.

This year, the applicable area of the Prize was stipulated as “Marine Biology”. The committee distributed
a total of 1,503 nomination forms to various Japanese and overseas universities and institutions engaged
in the subject field of Biology. In response, the committee received a total of 44 recommendations. As
there was some overlapping, the actual number of individuals recommended was 40. They resided in 17
countries spread throughout the world.

The Selection Committee met a total of four times and carefully reviewed all the candidates. Ultimately,
the members decided to recommend Dr. Rita Rossi Colwell, as the recipient of the 2017 International
Prize for Biology. Based on the recommendation of the Selection Committee, the Committee on the
International Prize for Biology decided at its August 7 meeting to select Dr. Rita Rossi Colwell as the
recipient for the 2017 Prize.

On December 4, a presentation ceremony for the 2017 International Prize for Biology was held at the
Japan Academy in the presence of Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress, Mr. Yasutoshi Nishimura,
Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary, and Mr. Yoshimasa Hayashi, Minister, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology. At the ceremony, Dr. Rita Rossi Colwell was presented the Prize of ten-million yen and a
medal by Dr. Hironaka, Chair of the Committee, along with an Imperial gift from His Majesty the
Emperor.

Congratulatory remarks were delivered by Prime Minister Abe (read by Mr. Nishimura) and from
Minister Hayashi. The ceremony ended with an acceptance address from Dr. Rita Rossi Colwell.
Following the ceremony, a reception honoring Dr. Rita Rossi Colwell was held in the presence of Their
Majesties the Emperor and Empress.

Presentation Ceremony Reception
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Recipient of the 2017 International Prize for Biology

Dr. Rita Rossi Colwell

Date of Birth:
Nationality:
Position:

Career:
1961
1961-1964
1964-1966
1966-1972
1972-Present
1983-1987
1984-1985
1992-1994
1995-1996
1998-2004
2004-Present
2004-Present

November 23, 1934

United States of America

Distinguished University Professor, University of
Maryland, College Park and Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health

Ph.D., University of Washington

Assistant Research Professor, University of Washington

Assistant Professor of Biology, Georgetown University

Associate Professor of Biology, with tenure, Georgetown University
Professor of Microbiology, with tenure, University of Maryland

Vice President for Academic Affairs, University of Maryland

President, American Society for Microbiology

President, International Union of Microbiological Societies

President, American Association for the Advancement of Science
Director, National Science Foundation

Distinguished University Professor, University of Maryland, College Park
Distinguished University Professor, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public

Awards and Distinctions:

1984
2000
2002
2004
2005
2007
2010
2014
2016

American Association of University Women Award

Elected Member, National Academy of Sciences

Bergey Medal for Distinguished Achievement in Bacterial Taxonomy

Ocean Conservation Award, Aquarium of the Pacific

“The Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star,” awarded by the Emperor of Japan
2006 National Medal of Science, awarded by President George W. Bush

2010 Stockholm Water Prize, awarded by the King of Sweden

Prize Medal, Society for General Microbiology, Liverpool, England, UK

Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz International Prize for Water, Creativity Prize, Saudi
Arabia
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Achievements Recognized by the Award

In Dr. Colwell’s research work over the past 60 years, she has authored or co-authored more than 750
papers and 19 scholarly books. Her research area is relevant to such fields as marine bacterial taxonomy;,
physiology, and ecology, as well as to the relation of marine bacteria to human health. She established the
taxonomy of vibrios, which include V. cholerae. She pioneered the use of DNA sequence data for
classifying microorganisms, a technique well known today. She was also early to make use of numerical,
polyphasic data to identify bacteria, earning high acclaim for helping to establish a foundation for today’s

bioinformatics analysis.

By employing these leading-edge techniques in studies of microorganisms, in Chesapeake Bay on the
east coast of the United States as well as in the open ocean and deep sea, she discovered that vibrios
seemed to disappear in the winter and then reappear in summer. Her analysis of this phenomenon
concluded that the bacteria actually continued to exist in winter months, but in what she defined as the
viable but non-culturable (VBNC) state, meaning they could not grow in routine culture medium but
were living cells. She pointed to the importance of this state, which continues to be a key and widely
studied concept in microbiology today, even though many aspects of it remain to be elucidated. Noting
that low temperatures seemed to be a main factor causing this VBNC state, Dr. Colwell suggested the
possibility that global warming might lead to an expansion in the habitat range of vibrios. After analyzing
past data over a half-century period, she and colleagues showed that in the northern Atlantic Ocean near
the North American and European coasts, the expansion of the habitat of plankton to which vibrios
attached themselves did in fact correspond to wider outbreaks of vibrio diseases in humans. She is highly
regarded for helping to extend studies from basic natural sciences, including microbial taxonomy and
ecology, to the field of medicine with its impact on human life.

In her studies in Bangladesh and elsewhere, Dr. Colwell further discovered that by using a sari, the
traditional dress of women on the Indian subcontinent, to filter water from ponds and rivers before
drinking, plankton was removed from the water along with V. cholerae attached to it. After studying the
relation of filtering by sari cloth to cholera occurrences in many villages of Bangladesh, she found that
simply filtering drinking water in this way greatly decreased cholera cases. Such studies on the safety of
drinking water have been highly significant as health and welfare projects in developing countries.

In addition to her many papers and books, she has appealed to the necessity and importance of marine
microbiology studies through such media as a documentary film, endeavoring to spread the knowledge
and techniques required for this research field. She has also contributed actively to the advancement of
microbiology research for addressing the problem of marine pollution, with its increasingly profound
implications for human beings. On the educational front, Dr. Colwell has provided guidance to well over
a hundred doctoral students and postdoctoral researchers, each of whom has gone on to make outstanding
contributions to their fields.
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In addition to her research work, she became the first female director of the US National Science
Foundation, helping to promote science and technology. During her time in that post, she devoted her
efforts to supporting women and minority researchers and to building up science education of young
people responsible for the future. In addition to marine biology, she has received wide recognition for her
contributions to international science and technology exchanges and development. The above and other
accomplishments on behalf of science and society make Dr. Colwell a worthy recipient of the

International Prize for Biology.

Dr. Rita Rossi Colwell,
Holding Imperial Gift with her granddaughter
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Presentation Ceremony of the 2017 International Prize for Biology

Monday, December 4, 2017
The Japan Academy, Tokyo
Program

Opening Address
Dr. Heisuke Hironaka
Chair, Committee on the International Prize for Biology
Report on the Process of Selection
Dr. Hiroo Fukuda
Chair, Selection Committee on the International Prize for Biology

Presentation of the Prize

Delivery of an Imperial Gift

Congratulatory Addresses
Mr. Shinzo Abe
Prime Minister
(Read by Mr. Yasutoshi Nishimura, Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary)
Mr. Yoshimasa Hayashi
Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology

Acceptance Address
Dr. Rita Rossi Colwell
Distinguished University Professor, University of Maryland, College Park

The Japan Academy
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Opening Address
Dr. Heisuke Hironaka,
Chair, Committee on the International Prize for Biology

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen:

It is indeed an honor to host the award ceremony for the 33rd
International Prize for Biology here today in the presence of Their
Majesties the Emperor and Empress and so many distinguished guests

from Japan and overseas.

The International Prize for Biology was instituted to commemorate the

60th year of Emperor Showa’s reign and his longtime devotion to

biological research, and to promote the biological sciences. It also

4

encouraging the development of the Prize and in pursuing his own taxonomic studies of fish, especially

honors the contributions of His Majesty the present Emperor, both in

the family Gobiidae, over many years.

Founded in 1985, the Prize today marks its 33rd award, thanks to the cooperation and support that we
have received from all concerned and especially from those present today, and | would like to express my
heartfelt gratitude to you all.

This year’s recipient, Dr. Rita Rossi Colwell, has contributed greatly to numerous fields of research from
very basic bacteria taxonomy studies to ecology, and public health. Her achievements range from
introducing new approaches for identifying and classifying marine bacteria and establishing the
taxonomy of vibrios, which include Vibrio cholerae, to proposing a new concept relating to survival
strategies of marine bacteria, and helping to prevent cholera in developing countries.

Dr. Colwell is the scientist most suited to receive this year’s International Prize for Biology, and | would
like to extend to her my sincere respect and congratulations.

I would also like to express my deep appreciation to the chairman and members of the Selection
Committee, who had the weighty responsibility of selecting the award recipient, and to thank all those
from whom we received nominations, at many universities, research centers, academic associations, and
other institutions in Japan and abroad. Further, | would like to take this opportunity to thank the Japan
Society for the Promotion of Science, which, as the secretariat for the award, has for many years taken
care of the administrative work involved in the selection and the award ceremony.
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| believe that, over the course of its thirty-three awards, the Prize has come to enjoy considerable esteem
both in Japan and worldwide. Henceforth, the role of the Committee on the International Prize for
Biology will continue to be to select prizewinners worthy of representing this field of study as a means of
celebrating their achievements over many years and of communicating to society at large how

inspirational and essential such research is.

In closing, I should like to express my wish that the biological sciences will see still greater advances,

and to look forward to your continued support and encouragement in the future.

Thank you.
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Report on the Process of Selection
Dr. Hiroo Fukuda,
Chair, Selection Committee on the International Prize for Biology

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen:
On behalf of the Selection Committee for the 33rd International Prize
for Biology, it gives me great pleasure to report on this year’s selection

process.

The Selection Committee consisted of twenty members, including
myself and four overseas researchers.

The field of specialization for this year’s prize was Marine Biology. In
order to obtain recommendations of suitable candidates, the Committee
distributed a total of 1,503 recommendation forms to Japanese and foreign universities, research centers,
academic associations, international academic organizations, and others. A total of 44 recommendations
were received in response. After excluding recommendations naming the same individuals, the number
of persons recommended was 40, from 17 countries.

The Selection Committee met a total of four times, very carefully reviewed all the candidates, and
recommended Dr. Rita Rossi Colwell to the Prize Committee as the recipient of the 33rd International
Prize for Biology.

After obtaining her doctoral degree from the University of Washington, Dr. Colwell continued her
research at Georgetown University and the University of Maryland, and also served as director of the US
National Science Foundation. She is currently a Distinguished University Professor both at the
University of Maryland at College Park and at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.

Dr. Colwell introduced new techniques for identifying and classifying marine bacteria, and established
the taxonomy of vibrios, which include Vibrio cholerae. Based on ecological studies of marine bacteria,
she proposed that as a key survival strategy, vibrio cells can enter a state in which they remain viable but
cannot be cultured. This concept has had a profound influence on microbiology and medicine. Noting
that vibrios are expanding their habitat range due to global warming, she showed the connection of this
to the wider occurrence of cholera. She has won high acclaim also for her efforts toward cholera
prevention in developing countries.

The selection criteria for this prize consisted of the relevance of the candidate’s research to the selected
field of biology, its originality, its influence on the field of biology in question, and its contribution to
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advancing progress in biological science as a whole. Dr. Colwell’s work more than amply satisfied all
these selection criteria.

The Committee on the International Prize for Biology deliberated on the basis of our recommendation,
and decided to bestow the 33rd International Prize for Biology on Dr. Rita Rossi Colwell.

With this, | conclude my report on the process of selection.
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Congratulatory Address
Mr. Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister
(Read by Mr. Yasutoshi Nishimura, Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary)

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen:

I would like to offer my congratulations on the occasion of this
ceremony to confer the 33rd Internation\al Prize for Biology, which is
taking place here today in the presence of Their Majesties the Emperor
and Empress.

The International Prize for Biology was established in honor of the 60th
year of Emperor Showa’s reign and his longtime devotion to biological
research, and it also honors the contributions of His Majesty the present

Emperor in pursuing his own taxonomic studies of fish, especially the
family Gobiidae, over many years. The prize has earned high esteem around the world as a prestigious

award.

To Dr. Rita Rossi Colwell, on whom this distinction has been bestowed this year, may | extend my

warmest congratulations.

Dr. Colwell’s research is diverse, spanning marine bacteria taxonomy, physiology, and ecology, among
other fields, and through that research she has contributed to human health and the improvement of living
environments. The findings of her research on global warming and cholera occurrence in particular have
in recent years proved extraordinarily effective in preventing cholera in developing countries. This award
recognizes such groundbreaking research achievements.

Outstanding academic research findings open up new fields of study, contributing to human progress in
harmony with nature, as well as bringing wide-ranging benefits to society as a whole. The government,
for its part, renews its commitment to support a diverse spectrum of original research based on the free
thinking of researchers, and to nurture the talented individuals who will inspire the next generation and

play an active role at the global level.

In closing, | should like to wish Dr. Colwell continuing success in her endeavors, and to wish her, and all

of you here today, the very best of health.

Thank you.
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Congratulatory Address
Mr. Yoshimasa Hayashi, Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen:
I am truly delighted that the award ceremony for the 33rd
International Prize for Biology is taking place here today, in the

presence of Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress.

To Dr. Rita Rossi Colwell, whom we honor today, | would like to
express my sincere respect and my wholehearted congratulations.

Dr. Colwell has helped to extend studies from basic natural sciences

including microbial taxonomy and ecology to the field of medicine

with its impact on human life, and her achievements are very highly regarded. She served as director of
the US National Science Foundation and played an instrumental role with regard to exchanges and
development in sciences, technology and scholarship, not only between the United States and Japan, but
also internationally.

As a form of intellectual and creative activity, academic research spans a wide range of academic fields
and springs from the free thinking and intellectual curiosity of individual scholars. It contributes to the
sustainable development of humankind by producing exceptional knowledge and individuals.

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology is pursuing a long-term vision as it
redoubles its efforts to encourage academic research. To that end, we are supporting young researchers
who will lead their fields in future, and creating an appealing research environment that is open to the
world.

In closing, | should like to wish Dr. Colwell every success with her further endeavors, and to express my
respect and gratitude to the members of the Committee on the International Prize for Biology and all the

other individuals who have worked so hard on behalf of this celebrated award.

Thank you.
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Acceptance address by Dr. Rita Rossi Colwell

I am truly honored to receive this prestigious award, the
International Prize for Biology, in the presence of Their
Majesties, the Emperor and Empress. | am deeply moved to
receive an award which commemorates the 60th year of
Emperor Showa’s reign because this prize is a tribute to the
passionate work in, and commitment to, biological research by
both Emperor Showa and the present Emperor and recognition
of the extent of their accomplishments. It is my wish to express
my deep gratitude to their Majesties.

I acknowledge and thank members of the Committee on the
International Prize for Biology and members of the Selection

Committee for this recognition.

In every successful scientific career there are mentors,
colleagues, former students, postdoctoral fellows, and visiting scientists from many countries. | wish to thank
all those who have made my work and career possible. This honor is theirs as well as mine. There are many
fortunate events and encounters that have helped me on the long and often difficult road in research. | studied
under Professor Alan Burdick, Purdue University, in his Drosophila genetics laboratory, providing a
foundation for work in metagenomics. My studies continued at the University of Washington with Professor
John Liston, in marine microbiology, a new discipline at that time. In Seattle, | had the good fortune to meet
Professor Minoru Sakai and his student at the time, Dr. Takahisa Kimura, University of Hokkaido, when their
research ship docked in Seattle. That introduction led to lasting friendships and years of collaboration with
University of Hokkaido School of Oceanography and University of Tokyo Ocean Research Institute. A
multi-year exchange program was funded by the Governments of Japan and United States which proved
extremely productive. To this day, | collaborate with Japanese colleagues and scientists from many countries

of the world.

Now I am doing research on the microbiome, employing next generation DNA sequencing to detect, identify,
and characterize microorganisms accurately and rapidly to species and strains, based on research tracing back
to my PhD on the taxonomy of marine bacteria. This work has application in marine biology, medicine,
agriculture, and the environment, including analysis of drinking water for developed and developing countries.
My work on water borne diseases, namely cholera, has been deeply satisfying from both discovery of bacterial
survival mechanisms and ecological principles but also direct application to human health. An effective,
simple filtration method was developed, based on scientific evidence derived from basic research and has

been implemented in villages of Bangladesh and remote regions of Africa.
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Life sciences are incredibly important today but the discoveries being made are based on work of predecessors
and colleagues. My work over forty years was possible through the tireless efforts of many wonderful
collaborators. I wish to thank Dr. Anwar Hug, University of Maryland, and many colleagues from Bangladesh
and other countries of the world. To each of them | offer my heartfelt thanks and wish to share this honor.

I express my sincere gratitude to my late parents, notably my father, Louis Rossi, who believed girls should be
educated to the fullest of their abilities and was a constant supporter of my educational ambitions. | cannot
express my gratitude enough for my husband and fellow scientist, Dr. Jack Colwell. He made it possible for
me to be a scientist and share with him, very happy and joyful life and family. He collaborated with me in the
best of life science experiments, namely raising two successful daughters, Alison, an evolutionary biologist,
and Stacie, a physician scientist. | wish he could be with me today but his health did not permit. | have with
me my granddaughter, Adelaide Colwell Canning, a young woman planning her own career in neuroscience.
She is able to experience the beauty and elegance of Japanese culture and learn of the innovative science
being done, perhaps herself to collaborate in the future with fellow scientists in Japan.

Lastly I wish to speak to the younger generation, especially women: follow your instincts and do what you
love best and you will find success. Keep an open mind, ask questions, and believe in yourself. The future is
bright, despite obstacles you may have to overcome. Stay the course. The rewards unquestionably merit the
effort.

As for the future, | will continue my work on metagenomics and microbial identification and continue to
mentor young scientists. The work | began forty years ago continues to evolve and produce fascinating results.

Those findings may change the world of marine microbiology.

Thank you for the honor you have bestowed on me today.

Dr. Rita Rossi Colwell at the Presentation Ceremony
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The past recipients of the Prize

1985 (Taxonomy or Systematic Biology)
Prof. Edred John Henry Corner
Professor Emeritus, University of Cambridge, U.K.

1986 (Systematic Biology and Taxonomy)
Dr. Peter Hamilton Raven
Director, Missouri Botanical Garden, U.S.A.

1987 (Developmental Biology)
Sir John Bertrand Gurdon
John Humphrey Plummer Professor, University of Cambridge, U.K.

1988 (Population Biology)
Dr. Motoo Kimura
Professor Emeritus, National Institute of Genetics, Japan

1989 (Marine Biology)
Sir Eric James Denton
Retired Director, Marine Biological Association Laboratory, Plymouth, U.K.

1990 (Behavioral Biology)
Prof. Masakazu Konishi
Bing Professor, California Institute of Technology, U.S.A.

1991 (Functional Biology of Plants)
Dr. Marshall Davidson Hatch
Chief Research Scientist, Division of Plant Industry, CSIRO, Australia

1992 (Comparative Physiology and Biochemistry)
Prof. Knut Schmidt-Nielsen
James B. Duke Professor of Physiology, Duke University, U.S.A.

1993 (Ecology)
Prof. Edward Osborne Wilson
Professor of Science and Curator in Entomology,
Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, U.S.A.

1994 (Systematic Biology and Taxonomy)
Prof. Ernst Mayr
Professor Emeritus, Harvard University, U.S.A.

1995 (Cell Biology)

Prof. lan Read Gibbons
Professor, Kewalo Marine Laboratory, University of Hawaii, U.S.A.
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1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

(Biology of Reproduction)
Prof. Ryuzo Yanagimachi
Professor, Medical School, University of Hawaii, U.S.A.

(Plant Science)
Prof. Elliot Martin Meyerowitz
Professor, California Institute of Technology, U.S.A.

(The Biology of Biodiversity)
Prof. Otto Thomas Solbrig
Bussey Professor of Biology, Harvard University, U.S.A.

(Animal Physiology)

Prof. Setsuro Ebashi

Chair of the Section Il, The Japan Academy
Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo, Japan

(Developmental Biology)

Prof. Seymour Benzer

James Griffin Boswell Professor of Neuroscience,
California Institute of Technology, U.S.A.

(Paleontology)
Dr. Harry Blackmore Whittington
Professor Emeritus, University of Cambridge, U.K.

(Biology of Evolution)
Dr. Masatoshi Nei
Evan Pugh Professor of Biology, Pennsylvania State University, U.S.A.

(Cell Biology)
Dr. Shinya Inoué
Distinguished Scientist, Marine Biological Laboratory, Woods Hole, U.S.A.

(Systematic Biology and Taxonomy)
Dr. Thomas Cavalier-Smith
Professor, Department of Zoology, University of Oxford, U.K.

(Structural Biology in Fine Structure, Morphology and Morphogenesis)
Prof. Nam-Hai Chua

Professor, Laboratory of Plant Molecular Biology,

The Rockefeller University, U.S.A.

(Chronabiology)

Dr. Serge Daan

Professor, Niko Tinbergen Chair in Behavioral Biology,
University of Groningen, The Netherlands
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2007 (Genetics)
Dr. David Swenson Hogness
Munzer Professor of Developmental Biologyand of Biochemistry, Emeritus
Stanford University School of Medicine, U.S.A.

2008 (Ecology)
Dr. George David Tilman
Regents’ Professor, Department of Ecology, Evolution, and Behavior,
University of Minnesota, U.S.A.

2009 (Biology of Sensing)
Dr. Winslow Russell Briggs
Professor Emetitus, Department of Plant Biology,
Carnegie Institution of Washington, U.S.A.

2010 (Biology of Symbiosis)
Dr. Nancy Ann Moran
William H. Fleming Professor, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
Yale University, U.S.A.

2011 (Developmental Biology)
Dr. Eric Harris Davidson
Norman Chandler Professor of Cell Biology,
California Institute of Technology, U.S.A.

2012 (Neurobiology)
Dr. Joseph Altman
Professor Emeritus, Purdue University, U.S.A.

2013 (Biology of Evolution)
Dr. Joseph Felsenstein
Professor, University of Washington, U.S.A.

2014 (Systematic Biology and Taxonomy)
Prof. Sir Peter Crane FRS
Professor, Yale University, USA

2015 (Cell Biology)
Dr. Yoshinori Ohsumi
Honorary Professor, Frontier Research Center, Tokyo Institute of Technology, Japan

2016 (Biology of Biodiversity)

Dr. Stephen Philip Hubbell
Distinguished Professor, University of California, Los Angeles, USA
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International Prize for Biology

The International Prize for Biology was instituted in April of 1985 by the Committee on the International

Prize for Biology. It aims to commemorate the sixty-year reign of Emperor Showa and his longtime

devotion to biological research and also to pay tribute to the present Emperor His Majesty, Emperor

Akihito, who has striven for many years to advance the study of gobioid fish taxonomy while

contributing continuously to the developing of this Prize.

The Prize is awarded in accordance with the following criteria.

P w D

The Prize shall be made by the Committee every year, commencing in 1985.

The Prize shall consist of a medal and a prize of ten million (10,000,000) yen.

There shall be no restrictions on the nationality of the recipient.

The Prize shall be awarded to an individual who, in the judgment of the members of the
Committee, has made an outstanding contribution to the advancement of research in fundamental
biology.

The specialty within the field of biology for which the Prize will be awarded shall be decided
upon annually by the Committee.

The Committee shall be advised on suitable candidates for the Prize by a selection committee,
which will consist of Japanese and overseas members.

The selection committee shall invite nominations of candidates from such relevant individuals
and organizations at home and abroad as the selection committee may deem appropriate.

The selection committee shall submit to the Committee a report containing recommendations of
the candidate for the Prize and supporting statement.

The Prize shall be presented every year. The recipient and his or her spouse shall be invited to
attend the presentation ceremony at the expense of the Committee.
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Committee on the International Prize for Biology

Hironaka, Heisuke
Beppu, Teruhiko
Sakakibara, Sadayuki
Fukuda, Hiroo
Agata, Kiyokazu
Anzai, Yuichiro
Aoki, Kiyoshi
Asashima, Makoto
Fujiyoshi, Yoshinori

Hashimoto, Masahiro
Hayashi, Yoshihiro
Hoshi, Motonori
Inoue, Hiroshi
lwatsuki, Kunio
Katsuno, Satoru
Kawanabe, Hiroya
Kimura, Yasushi
Kitazawa, Michihiro
Kobayashi, Eizo
Mawatari, Shunsuke
Mimura, Tetsuro
Oka, Yoshitaka
Ueda, Ryoichi
Nagahama, Yoshitaka
Saikawa, Hiroto
Sekiya, Takao
Shimura, Yoshiro
Shiraishi, Kojiro
Takeda, Hiroyuki
Tobe, Hiroshi
Wada, Masamitsu
Yamauchi, Takashi

(As of December, 2017)

(Chair) Former Chairperson of Section Il, the Japan Academy
Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
Chair, Japan Business Federation
Professor, Graduate School of Science, The University of Tokyo
Professor, Graduate School of Science, Gakushuin University
President, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
Professor Emeritus, Sophia University
Vice President, Tokyo University of Science
Guest Professor, Cellular and Structural Physiological Institute, Nagoya
University
Chair, The Life Insurance Association of Japan
Director General, the National Museum of Nature and Science
Professor Emeritus, Tokyo Institute of Technology
President, The Japan Commercial Broadcasters Association
Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
Chair, The Federation of Electric Power Companies of Japan
Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University
President, Petroleum Association of Japan
Chair, The Japan Electrical Manufacturers' Association
Chair, Japan Foreign Trade Council, Inc.
Professor Emeritus, Hokkaido University
President, Botanical Society of Japan
President, Zoological Society of Japan
President, Japan Broadcasting Corporation
Professor Emeritus, National Institute for Basic Biology
Chair, Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association, Inc.
Director, Sasaki Institute, Sasaki Foundation
Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University
Managing Director, Japan Newspaper Publishers and Editors Association
Professor, Graduate School of Science, The University of Tokyo
Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University
Professor Emeritus, Tokyo Metropolitan University
President, Japan Federation of Construction Contractors
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Medal of the International Prize for Biology

During his long years of conducting a biological survey of Sagami Bay, among the specimens Emperor Showa
focused on in his research were two species of the family Clathrozonidae (Coelenterata, Hydrozoa), namely
Clathrozoon Wilsoni and Pseudoclathrozoon cryptolarioides.

The medal of the International Prize for Biology is designed in a motif taken from a segment of a
Pseudoclathrozoon cryptolarioides colony, and is made of a unique Japanese alloy called Shibuichi
(composed of copper, silver and gold), with the patterns upon it being inlaid in gold.

Designer: Sagenji Yoshida
(Professor Emeritus, Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music (renamed as
Tokyo University of the Arts))

Fabricator: Ichiro lino, Professor
(Tokyo University of the Arts)
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Donations

A fund for the International Prize for Biology is established in the Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science, which manages the donated money. To maintain and grow the Prize over the long term,
donations are essential. The Prize Committee invites your greatly appreciated contributions.

If you would like to donate to the Fund, please download the form from our website at
http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-biol/03_donation.html, email your donation form to the Secretariat, and

make a bank transfer using the account shown below.

Bank Account Information
Bank Name: Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation
Swift code: SMBCJIPJT
Branch: Tokyo Public Institutions Operations Office
Branch Address: 18th floor, Nishi-shimbashi Square 3-1, Nishishimbashi 1-chome,
Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0003, Japan
Account Type: Ordinary Account
Account Number: 3006718
Account Holder’s Name: Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

Contact for inquiries
Secretariat of the International Prize for Biology
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
5-3-1 Kojimachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0083, Japan
Email: ip-biology@jsps.go.jp
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Tel : 03-3263-1724/1918 Fax : 03-3234-3700
http://www.jsps.go.jp/j-biol/index.html

Committee on the International Prize for Biology
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS)
5-3-1 Kojimachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0083, Japan
http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-biol/index.html
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